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GOSH! Review of "A Film by Roland Wehap"

A Film by Roland Wehap is an Austrian short film directed, written, and
performed by Roland Wehap. It’s all in the title, and that’s precisely where
the film begins—playing with self-deprecation and the codes of
independent cinema.

The film opens with a sequence that mimics car commercials: a vehicle on
a road, seen from above, with epic music. But very quickly, the
voice-over—deliberately offbeat—breaks the illusion. The driver is none
other than the director himself, who sets the tone: introspective, reflexive,
and unapologetically meta.

Wehap revisits his journey with humor, never taking himself too seriously.
He embarks on an improbable mission: assembling a team with no budget
to make his film. What could be tragic becomes comic, as the obstacles
pile up and the situations turn absurd.

Behind the humor, the film paints a lucid portrait of the struggles faced by
independent filmmakers: festivals, funding, grants, rejections. Everything
is laid bare, with a tone that’s both critical and fatalistic.

The use of artificial intelligence for certain voices (narrator, journalists)
adds another layer of reflection on modern production tools. It’s clever,
sometimes unsettling, and raises questions about the boundary between
authenticity and artifice.

Despite a few slow moments, A Film by Roland Wehap stays on track. It’s
funny, insightful, and says something real about the difficulty of creating.
A film that mocks itself, but knows exactly what it’s doing.
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